Pivot

Best from

· Near the opposition line. 

Why it works 

· The pivot provides two or more options for the defence to think about, so they have to spread out. The different angles run by 9 and others means that the defence will have to be well organised and disciplined to prevent gaps appearing. 

· The pivot, however, must stand infield from where the 9 sets up. 

Good if you have 

· A quick 9 who can attack spaces and release players.

· A strong ball carrying forward who can burst through tackles. 

What players should do 

· 9 and the pivot set themselves up about seven metres apart (depending on the passing length of 9). 9 passes to the pivot and then follows the pass. He can either take a pass back from the pivot or be dummied. If he takes the pass, he can pass it out to a runner, or go himself. 

· The pivot takes the pass from 9. He can then either dummy pass to 9 and give the ball to a forward running in another direction, or pass back to 9 as he loops around.

· The other forwards line up either side of the pivot to run different angles to take the pass. 

Common mistakes 

· Runners bumping into each other as they cross over. The intended receiver needs to be clearly identified before the move starts so other players can time their runs accordingly. If players start by walking and then jogging before accelerating, they will be able to see where the gaps are. 

Think about 

· 9 taking the ball from the pivot and switching with a forward or passing wide to the backs.

· The pivot turning his back on the opposition and kicking the ball over his head.

· Once 9 has gone past the pivot, the pivot throws a long pass the other way to a winger.


